
Progression in Geographical skills and knowledge at Banks Lane Junior School 
Aims of Geographical National Curriculum and KS2 objectives. 

Locational Knowledge 
• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities   
• Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
• Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  
 
Place Knowledge 
• Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North or South America 
 
 Human and Physical Geography 
• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
• Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
 
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
• Use the 8 points of a compass, 4 and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Year 3                                        Topics: Extreme Earth/Land Beneath our Feet/The UK. 

            Linked Trips: Poole’s Cavern trip and Offerton/local area fieldwork 

Locational and Place Knowledge 
• I can name and locate the countries and cities of the UK. (The UK) 
• I can name and locate the seas of the UK. (The UK) 
• I can name and locate some of the counties of the UK, including key topographical features such as hills, mountains, rivers and coasts. (The UK) 
• I can investigate how land use has changed over time. (The Land Beneath Our Feet) 
Fieldwork 
• I can use fieldwork to observe, record and present human and physical features in the local area (Poole’s Cavern).  
• I can understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of natural disasters in the UK, in Europe and in North America. (Extreme Earth) 
Using globes, maps and plans 
• I can use maps, atlases and digital mapping, to locate the places we have studied. (The UK) 
Map Work Skills 
• I can use eight compass points to describe the location and region. (The UK) 
• I can draw sketch maps of my school and create symbols and a key to show land use on a map. (The Land Beneath Our Feet)  
• I can create a simple map based on my observations and digital technologies to show landmarks, relative distances and other features. (The Land Beneath Our Feet) 
Human and Physical geography: enquiry skills and communication 
• I can describe and understand how my town has changed over time. (The UK) 
• I can describe, understand and explain key aspects of human geography and land use. (The Land Beneath Our Feet)  
• I can use maps and atlases to describe land use and identify urban and rural areas in the UK. (The Land Beneath Our Feet)  
• I can describe and reflect on aspects of physical and human geography, focussing on: (Extreme Earth)  
- the layers that make up the Earth’s surface.     
- what tectonic plates are and how volcanoes are formed.  
- what Tsunamis are. 
- how hurricanes affect people’s lives  
- what earthquakes are and how they are measured. 
Key Vocabulary 

landmark, mantle, magnitude, dormant, extinct, tectonic plates, county, region, population, physical, human.  

Year 4                                               Topics: All Around the World/Water/Rainforest 

                                                                                                                     Linked Trips: Ilam Hall Fieldwork and Residential 
Locational and Place Knowledge 
• I can locate areas of the world containing rainforests (countries and major cities).  (Rainforests)  
• I can locate South America, including environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities. (Rainforests)  
• I can compare the Amazon rainforest in South America with Macclesfield forest in the UK.  (Rainforests)  
 
Fieldwork 
• I can make observations and collect data during fieldwork (Ilam fieldwork). 
• I can investigate an unfamiliar area, exploring physical features of the landscape (Ilam). 
• I can use more detailed sketch maps and aerial photos to investigate areas we visit (Ilam). 
• I can more confidently use OS maps (Ilam area) and understand their symbols and key.  
 
Using Globes, maps and atlas 
• I can identify the position and significance of: the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Arctic, Antarctic circle, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and time zones. (All 

Around the World) 
• I can compare and explore the climate and features of the UK in contrast Arctic Circle and Antarctica. (All Around the World)  
 
Map Work Skills 
• I can use co-ordinates using longitude and latitude to locate places on maps, atlases and globes. (All Around the World)  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
• I can explain the three different states of matter and link these to the main processes in the water cycle.  (Water)  
• I can understand how clouds form and why it rains.  (Water) 
• I can explain how and why water is treated/cleaned before it is used for drinking. (Water)  
• I can understand some of the causes and effects of water pollution and flooding, including how it can affect specific communities.  (Water) 
• I can understand the difference between climate and weather, and describe the key features of a tropical climate. (Rainforest) 
• I can understand and describe the layers found in a rainforest, including the plants and animals that live there. (Rainforest) 

Key Vocabulary 
deforestation, precipitation, conservation, hemisphere, Prime Meridian, equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, pollution  

Year 5                                                                            Topics: Enough for Everyone/Marvellous Maps/Contrasting Localities 

                         Linked Trips: John Rylands mapping workshop, Stockport walk fieldwork and Conwy fieldwork and residential. 

Locational Knowledge 
• I know the location of places where populations struggle to access enough food and their defining physical and human characteristics (case study: Peru, South America).  (Enough for 

everyone) 
•  
Fieldwork (Contrasting Localities) 
• I can collect, analyse and communicate (using data gathered during fieldwork) to show an understanding of geographical similarities and differences and answer an enquiry question.  
• I can observe, measure and record the human and physical features of Stockport and Conwy using a variety of methods, including sketch maps, surveys, maps and digital technologies.  
 
Using globes, maps and plans 
• I can compare different types of map and use features of maps to investigate changes over time and make inferences and deductions (John Rylands – Mapping Manchester, Journey 

Through Time workshop).  (Marvellous Maps) 
• I can use maps, atlases and digital mapping to locate energy production sites in the UK.  (Enough for Everyone)  
• I can use symbols and keys on different maps to plan a journey from Stockport to Conwy.  (Contrasting Localities)  
 
Map Works Skills 
• I can use an index, grid reference and co-ordinates to find specific locations in an atlas. (Marvellous Maps) 
• I can use symbols and a key to understand an Ordnance Survey map. (Marvellous Maps) 
• I can give and follow directions using the eight compass points. (Marvellous Maps) 
• I can use four and six-figure grid references to locate places on an Ordnance Survey map. (Marvellous Maps)  
• I know directions in our local area and in a different locality and I can align maps, including OS maps, with a route during fieldwork in Stockport and Conwy. (Contrasting Localities) 
 
Human and Physical geography 
• I understand early human settlements, including the resources a settlement needs to thrive and how needs change over time.  (Enough for Everyone) 
• I can understand the differences between renewable and non-renewable sources of energy, and describe how energy is distributed in the UK.  (Enough for Everyone) 
• I can understand the effects of importing and exporting food (using digital mapping to explore where our food comes from), including carbon footprints.  (Enough for Everyone) 
• I can explain what conservation means and begin to make links between conserving resources and global environmental issues such as climate change.  (Enough for Everyone) 
• I can answer an enquiry question using geographical knowledge from across our topic. (Enough for Everyone)  
•  I can describe types of settlement, land use, economic activity, transport links and distribution of natural resources in Stockport and Conwy (including the wider regions), and a region 

of Spain. 

Key Vocabulary 

renewable, distribution, import and export, economic activity, survey 

Year 6                                        Topics: Rivers/Our Changing World/The Amazing Americas 

                                                                                                         Linked Trips: Longdendale Rivers Trip and Fieldwork 

Locational and Place Knowledge  
• I can describe processes that give rise to key physical & human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial varia-

tion/change over time across the globe. (Our Changing World) 
• I can identify similarities and differences in the human and physical geography of my local area (using previous fieldwork from Year 5) and a region of North America. (The 

Amazing Americas) 
• I can name and locate ancient and new wonders of the world, including a natural wonder of the Americas.  (The Amazing Americas)  
Fieldwork (Rivers) 
• I can collect, analyse and communicate with range of data gathered in the Longdendale valley to show I understand some geographical processes associated with rivers.  
• I can use fieldwork to observe, measure and record river features in the Longdendale valley.  
Using Globes, maps and plans 
• I can interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including using maps, atlases and digital mapping to locate and describe features studied.  (Our Changing 

World) 

• I can use maps, atlases, globes and computer mapping to locate key rivers, including the source and mouth (links to Year 5 Conwy and Stockport rivers work).  (Rivers) 

• I can use maps, atlases and digital/computing mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. (The Amazing Americas) 

Map Works Skills 

• I can use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. (Our Changing World) 

• I can use co-ordinates to precisely locate physical features and produce clear maps and keys. (The Amazing Americas) 

Human and Physical Geography 

• I can describe, understand and explain key aspects of physical geography in the context of erosion and climate changing the landscape over time. (Our Changing World) 

• I can predict how physical factors, including climate change and human interference, might change the landscape in the future. (Our Changing World) 

• I can give a few reasons for the impact of geographical influences/ effects on people place or themes studied. (Our Changing World) 

• I can describe, understand and explain key aspects of physical geography: the water cycle (revision from Year 4 Water topic).  (Rivers) 

• I can explain the features of a river and how it changes on its journey through the upper, middle and lower course.  (Rivers)  

• I can explain the processes of erosion and deposition and how these lead to the formation of meanders and oxbow lakes.  (Rivers) 

• I can describe the climates and biomes of different regions across the Americas. (The Amazing Americas) 

Key Vocabulary 

meander, tributary, confluence, biome, erosion, deposition, topographical features 


