
 

Our teaching approach to history. 

Intent 

At Banks Lane Junior School, we intend to engage, inspire and challenge our pupils to consider 
different interpretations of the past through our history curriculum. Our pupils leave us in Year 6 with a 
coherent, chronologically-secure understanding of Britain’s past (including significant changes for our 
local area) and that of the wider world. We intend to encourage curiosity, highlight connections between 
the different content studied and make meaningful connections to the present day. 

1. The Curriculum: What do we teach, when and how? 

There are nine areas of history outlined in the KS2 

National Curriculum. We have divided these so 

there are exciting topics spread across each year 

group, three covered in Year 3, two in Year 4, three 

in Year 5 and one in Year 6 (with chronological 

links between each year group) with a review and 

revise session to ensure a sound transition to KS3.  

Although this suggests that there will be no history 

taught in certain half terms, we know that some 

topics will take longer and there will be certain 

whole school or standalone history lessons (e.g. 

Black History Month, Armistice Day etc.)  History is 

especially brought to life during our special history 

days and field trips for example to the air raid 

shelters in Stockport.   

 

 

 

2. SEND and inclusion. 

We want all of our learners to be part of all history sessions both inside the classroom and on external visits 
in order to develop a natural curiosity about British history and the wider world.  As with other subjects, 
teachers work extremely hard to remove all barriers to learning during history lessons. Some examples of how 
our teachers achieve this are as follows: 

• Modelling how to complete tasks. 

• Targeted questioning and support with particular learning tasks.  

• Clear lesson structure and steps to success.  



• Use of WAGOLLs (What A Good One Look Like) to show the expected end product.  

• Images and videos used to stimulate discussion and make ideas relatable.  

• Working walls provide key vocabulary, timelines and worked out/annotated examples. 

• Revisiting learning through ‘can you still?’ activities. 
 

3. What would you see in the classroom? 

Whilst each classroom is naturally different, there are clear consistencies 
across the school and year groups. Where possible, every classroom features 
a humanities working wall where key chronological information, learning 
points and vocabulary are displayed for the current historical topic.  The 
children can collaborate or share ideas as a class or produce key questions 
to answer throughout the topic.  Working walls are often referred back to as 
a tool to embed key vocabulary and to serve as a reference point during 
lessons. 

Each lesson focuses on a particular learning objective or WALT (We Are 
Learning To), which is referred to throughout, to ensure all students are able 
to comprehend and make progress within each historical topic.  Throughout 
each topic there is a range of teaching and learning activities to allow all 
students to access and take part in every lesson.  These include using physical 
props as artefacts to promote historical intrigue and focused discussion, 
video clips and group activities to help build chronology and to visualise new 

and unfamiliar concepts. Communication and collaboration are key learning powers that help strengthen the 
quality of each history lesson across the school.  All lessons include opportunities to stretch and deepen 
understanding of the most independent learners whilst allowing support to be available to those who require 
it.   

4. Assessment: How do we know how the children are doing? How do they know? 

Each history topic uses an overview of key learning objectives that link to 

the core ideas for the subject.  Each lesson will focus on a particular 

learning objective that can be assessed. Assessment is made through the 

quality of written work completed in books, engagement and contributions 

in whole class and group discussions and through end of topic reflection 

pages. Assessment is also carried out through regular marking, read and 

respond questioning to test understanding.  As well as this, there are 

several assessment strategies used within each lesson such as: showing 

answers on whiteboards, direct and indirect questioning, teacher led 

discussions and retrieval questions.  All of these strategies allow our 

teachers to confidently assess students’ abilities in the subject and allow 

students to identify their own areas of improvement as each topic develops. 

 

 

 



5. How does our history Lead monitor, evaluate, and improve the teaching of history across our school? 

Our history lead uses the guidance set by the national curriculum in conjunction 

with our core ideas to ensure that we are teaching history in the most modern, 

effective and inspiring way.   Leaders attend local authority network days where 

sharing of ‘best practice’ is brought back to school to ensure the quality first teaching of History. Leaders use 

learning walks and observing class teaching to ensure a consistency of approach across the school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Cross curricular links, enrichment and the community. 

History is supported with strong cross curricular links within English and reading, in addition to geography.  

Students are able to make connections through whole class reading texts and independent writing tasks that 

link to our history topics. Geography is very closely linked across all year groups with field trips and local area 

fieldwork encompassing history objectives.  Year 3 visit Poole’s Cavern and the local area of Offerton. Year 5 

study local history and the industrial revolution in Stockport and year 6 visit the Stockport Air Raid Shelters 

and museum.  Using Stockport’s rich local history helps to foster students historical intrigue and enquiry. 

History enrichment days also play a big part in how the subject is brought to life across our school and 

developed through multiple lessons.  This is evidenced through written and practical lessons such as art and 

Design and Technology where students produce work that links directly to their current history topic.   

  


